
 

 

                                                             
     

  
 
 
 

 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, JUNE 1,  2010 AT 7:05 PM.  
 
1) ROLL CALL      PRESENT  ABSENT 
 

Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed    (West Ward) _________  ____X____ 
Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt, V. Pres.       (At-Large) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Tency A. Eason       (North Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton     (At-Large) _________  Arrived@7:50PM 
Hon. Lisa Y. Perkins     (East Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large) ____X____  ____________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr.   (South Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Council President 
  

           ALSO PRESENT   
 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk   ____X____  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                        _________                 ____X____ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney   ____X____  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator  ____X____  _________ 

Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office   ____X____  _________  
        
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 

2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine 
Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in 
The Orange Transcript on July 9, 2009, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and filed 
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that there were matters for discussion. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt announced that he will retract his presentation until a later date. 
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 Councilwoman Eason’s presentation went in place of Councilman Corbitt’s presentation. 
 

• Crime suppressions for the Summer Months- Hon. Corbitt (Withdrawn) 
  
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason  
 
 
 
  

• Older Adults Services/ Director Daryl Holcomb- Hon. Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that Director Daryl Holcomb of Community Services would
 give an overview of the services available to older adults. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason recognized Daryl Holcomb, Director of Community Services 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that the division for Older Adults is run by Pamela Taylor with 
 assistance of one full-time staff member, one part-time morning and one part-time 
 afternoon staff member who can be reached at 973-266-4048 or 973-266-4049. 
 
 Director Holcomb gave a brief overview of the events, social programs and services 
 provided to the Older Adults as follows: 
 

• Transportation system: (2) 20 passenger buses 
1. Fixed Route- will pick up at designated locations only 
2. On Demand Route- on call for special trips and appointments 

 
• Events & Activities: (some events are in conjunction with Community Affairs) 

1. Fashion Shows 
2. Senior Picnics 
3. Gospel Concert 
4. Park Events 
5. Super Mall Trips 
6. Bowling 

 
• Central Park Playground is a meeting place where older adults who live outside of 

the senior buildings can go and connect with other seniors.  There is an Older 
Adult staff member and recreation staff member on site to facilitate these 
meetings.  This location is also open to vendors and those who would like to 
present their services to the seniors, per Director Holcomb. 

 
 Director Holcomb stated that Orange has food pantries and soup kitchens that are 
 recommended to seniors in need.  He stated that there is always help available year round 
 for those senior who  need help filling out forms, such as those for health and tax and 
 purposed.  Director Holcomb stated that there are a variety of services offered through 
 Older Adults but they are trying to put more emphasis on the social and recreation 
 services. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Perkins 
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 Councilwoman Perkins asked Director Holcomb who provides the transportation service 
 for the Older Adults. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated that we have a contract with In-Reach and it’s 
 renewed every year.   
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Perkins stated that some of the seniors have complained about the service 
 being untimely in their response to not responding at all, when left a message. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that all complaints should be addressed and logged with the 
 Older Adults division.  He stated that a number of factors could come into play such as a 
 bus being out of commission, which then leaves the seniors without transportation to their 
 doctor appointments and other destinations.  He stated that they are currently looking to 
 purchase another bus through CDBG funds, which will aid in the On Demand route. 
 
 Councilwoman Perkins asked if we’re contracting out to have CDL drivers or a company 
 with their own equipment. 
  
 Director Holcomb stated it’s a lot cheaper to contract out for CDL drivers then to hire 
 them as staff. 
 
 Councilwoman Perkins asked if we we’re also contracted with their dispatch service. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated, yes they have to call into the dispatcher. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked if Director Holcomb had reached out to seniors who don’t live 
 in the senior buildings. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated, yes there is a mailing list for at- large seniors who 
 have expressed an interest in the various programs and through those family members 
 who have reached out on their behalf. Director Holcomb stated that there is also 
 information available through the website, flyers and the newspaper. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated that seniors who live in private homes and with family 
 members often feel out of the loop, but it sounds as if they’re included but just not 
 getting the media. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that they try to facilitate everyone.  However, there are some 
 requests that are outside the scope, making it impossible to accommodate just one person.  
 Director Holcomb stated that they have to place the services in order of priority.  He 
 stated that someone with a dialysis appointment would take precedence over someone 
 with a hair appointment. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated that it is best that all seniors call the Older Adults department, 
 whether they are in private homes or a senior building. 
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 Director Holcomb in response stated, yes it would be best for them to call the office so 
 their issues can be addressed. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Director Holcomb we had a partnership with NJ Transit 
 for seniors who are in need of medical attention. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated, no we do not have a program through NJ Transit.  
 He stated that our buses are through grant funding.  Director Holcomb stated that he is a 
 member of COST Group, which is Council On Special Transportation, and they were 
 receiving money through NJ Transit revenue funding, but that is now being cut.  
 However, they are now trying to come up with creative ways to bring those services back 
 to the seniors. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Director Holcomb if there were any fees associated with the 
 transportation for the seniors. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated, the On Demand and Fixed Route are free. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated, as it relates to seniors who are not getting the 
 correspondence, can they put their name on the mailing list. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated, yes. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if there was a place in the city that offered a grievance 
 program. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that the senior would be put in contact with our Senior Nurse,  
 which is Denise Campbell and we would try to facilitate a program through one of the 
 hospitals, such as East Orange General, Beth Israel or UMDNJ.  He stated that we also 
 have a bereavement center through Echoes (Beverly Henderson), which is affiliated with 
 Cotton funeral home. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason thanked Director Holcomb for his presentation because it will 
 benefit some of the seniors who don’t get the mailing but watch the meetings. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that there are now protocols in place because their services are 
 in high demand.  He stated that seniors can no longer come in a day before to register for 
 an event or service as it was done in the past, because there are now deadlines.  Director 
 Holcomb stated that the services are on first come first serve basis. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Director Holcomb if a senior can still register to dance with 
 the High Class Theater Group. 
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 Director Holcomb in response stated that they are currently working with the coordinator 
 to fill a few slots. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if they will go back to practicing during the day. 
 
 
 
 
 Director Holcomb replied, yes they are now practicing during the morning.  
 
 Council President Marable stated that most of what Director Holcomb talked about is 
 what services are available to the seniors but is there was any way to flip that and find out  
 how the seniors could be of service to the City of Orange.  Council President asked if 
 there was anything in the database that says who these senior are, and what their skill 
 level is, in terms of what they may have to offer. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated that he had just forward Mr. Mason an e-mail from 
 the Urban League of Mature Workers Program, where they are trying to work with us to 
 bring volunteers into the town, and these are seniors with a skill set, as some may have 
 been  lawyers or healthcare worker. 
 
 Council President Marable stated, speaking beyond professional, we need role models 
 who know how to raise children as well.  Council President stated that trips and 
 recreation is wonderful but our seniors have more to offer.  He stated that this is 
 something that should be put in place whether or not we receive the assistance from an 
 outside source. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Perkins 
 
 Councilwoman Perkins stated that she noticed there were a couple of buses outside of the 
 fashion show from Premier.  She asked if we charged a fee for residents outside of Orange 
 to attend. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated that we ask for a lump sum donation because a lot of 
 Premier’s clients live in Orange so they’ll transport our seniors to events as well.  Director 
 Holcomb stated in response to a previous question regarding fees, we  do charge a fee of 
 three to five dollars for our fashion shows and Christmas parties.  
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked Director Holcomb if he was replacing the bus that broke down 
 at an event on Memorial Day. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated, yes. 
  
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Mr. Holcomb if seniors who are interested in our 
 programs find them on the website. 
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 Director Holcomb stated that he’s pretty sure that they can but will look into it to be 
 certain.  
 
 Council President Marable thanked Director Holcomb for his presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 Council President Marable asked Councilwoman Williams if her matter for discussion 
 was relative to ordinance 11-2010. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams replied, yes. 
  

• Discussion on implementation to the appointment of the Orange Housing 
                        Development Corporation. Hon. Williams  
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that she wanted to bring this topic up again after it had 
 been voted down because there is a need.  She stated that someone needs to be appointed 
 to fill this position.  Councilwoman Williams stated that currently across the board  both 
 Councilman Marable and Councilwoman Eason have four appointments, and the other 
 Council Members have three.   
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated when this board came up, which is the Development 
 Corporation of the Housing Authority, which is separate from the board of 
 commissioners, she took a look at how the appointments were made.  She stated at the 
 board of commissioners we have five appointments and four are made by Ward Council 
 Members and one At Large, which is currently Councilman Corbitt.  Councilwoman 
 Williams stated that she had mentioned to attorney Marvin Braker that the Council 
 Members At- Large should make the recommendation since two other Council 
 Members already have four appointments each, and then vote on the appointment as a 
 Council.  Councilwoman Williams stated that this is an appointment that has been sitting 
 out there for two years so she’s seeking some feedback so they can move forward. 
 
 Council President Marable asked Councilwoman Williams to clarify what she meant 
 about him and Councilwoman Eason having the most of the appointments. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that Council President and Councilwoman Eason have 
 a total of four appointments each out of the Rent Leveling Board, Zoning Board, Planning 
 Board and Board of Commissioners, where the other Council Members only have three 
 each.  She stated that some of the appointments may have been that of their predecessors. 
 However, their names are currently attached to those appointments as well. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she feels there are two separate issues here and she 
 was confused as to what the true issue was at this juncture.  Councilwoman Eason 
 stated that this has been sitting out there for two year because no one made an effort to 
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 appoint anybody, which is the full complement of this Council.  She stated that she’s 
 not in agreement with the three Council Members At-Large choosing the appointment, 
 but feels that it should be a collaboration of the full Council.   
  
 Council President Marable asked Councilwoman Eason if she’s suggesting that the full 
 complement of this Council recommend and approve.  He stated that the full Council can  
 
 
 
 vote on it collaboratively but that doesn’t mean that they’ll all agree. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason in response stated, yes the Council should recommend and 
 approve, as one. 
  
 Councilwoman Williams stated that she’s only trying to do what has already been done in 
 the past.  She asked Councilwoman Eason if she was suggesting that they turn in seven 
 resumes, interview each candidate and make decision from there. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she thought it was a Council appointment, not a 
 volunteer appointment.  She stated that this is to appoint a Council Member, correct. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams in response stated, no it is a citizen that we’re appointing. 
  
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she brought with her the application from the Mayor’s 
 office, and she feels that they should give out the application, and let people apply.  She 
 stated that the application doesn’t ask for someone’s educational background and it’s 
 pretty simple to fill out.   
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Councilwoman Eason if she’s suggesting that we not use 
 the standard as a Council appointment. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason in response stated, in this instance we could use the form, not that 
 we have to use it all the time. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams in response stated, if this becomes procedure, whoever in the 
 Township of Orange that would like to apply for this particular board, can fill out this 
 form within a certain period of time.  She stated that the Council will then hold a special 
 meeting to make a decision, after viewing the resumes/applications of these candidates. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if anyone has set up the criteria for this board and what it 
 will entail.  She stated that she would like to see a criteria in place before proceeding with 
 this process. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated, it is the bylaws of the Development Corporation of the 
 Housing Authority.  She stated that the bylaws explain every aspect of the law. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated for a person with no knowledge of the bylaws, a brief over 
 view of what the board really entails would be great. 
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilman Corbitt 
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 Councilman Corbitt stated that he voted this down at the last meeting because he felt that 
 an appointment should a collaboration of the full Council not just the Council Members 
 At-Large.  However, if the Council Members At-Large are only making a 
 recommendation for the full Council to vote on, then that’s different. 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that the most important aspect of this matter for 
 discussion is that Council agrees to move forward on getting an appointment to the board. 
 
 Council President Marable stated, whether this is voted up or down we are moving 
 forward on this matter, and that will only be determined once the voting has taken 
 place. 
  
4) RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

 
The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the 
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any 
resolution or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Perkins 
 
Councilwoman Perkins stated with respect to resolution 147-2010 (page 4, Department of 
Finance, 17-22-2002/ Hatch Mott McDonald), what are we paying for as it relates to the 
Orange Reservoir Dam Phase II. 
 
Council President Marable recognized John Mason, BA 
 
Mr. Mason stated that they are engaged to assess the safety measures that needed to be 
implemented for the Orange Reservoir Dam.   
 
Mr. Mason deferred to Director Arlene Kemp  
 
Director Kemp stated that the Orange Reservoir Dam is considered a class one dam, 
which means if it were to fail it would cause a loss of life downstream.  Director Kemp 
stated that the dam should be inspected every two years, but the City of Orange had not 
inspected the dam in almost nine and a half years.  Therefore, we have to pay a consultant 
to inspect the dam and do an emergency action plan, operation of maintenance plan and 
an underwater inspection of the earth and dam, which is a part of the two year cycle.  
Director Kemp stated that this will come up a couple more times because there are 
repairs that need to be done to the earth and dam as well, which will be on the next bill 
list or the one subsequent to that. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked Director Kemp where is this, in relation to what the County 
is planning to place there. 
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Director Kemp in response stated that it is down and to the right, once you enter the area 
but there is a gate there for security reasons and people are not allowed down there.  She 
stated that there will be a boat dock at the reservoir but she has nothing to do with that. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated with respect to resolution 150-2010, is the vision to make the 
strip in Orange look the same as the one in East Orange.  
 
 
 
Mr. Mason deferred to Director Kemp 
 
Director Kemp in response stated that they won’t look the same but will be 
complimentary.  She stated that the idea was to have the finished feel as you travel out of 
East Orange into Orange. 
 
Councilman Corbitt asked Director Kemp if she had planned to put more greenery out 
there where the benches are. 
 
Director Kemp in response stated that we will be adding trees. 
 
Councilman Corbitt asked Director Kemp when she anticipated starting the project. 
 
Director Kemp stated that we don’t want to impede the County so we’ll be starting very 
shortly. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked Director Kemp who will maintain the areas and make sure 
the trees are growing, once the project has been completed.   
 
Director Kemp in response stated that Central Avenue will continue to be a County 
roadway so the responsibility will be that of the County.  However, we’ll maintain and 
water the trees.  She stated, in the past we’ve used tree grates but they are extremely 
difficult to clean.  Director Kemp stated, going forward a mountable concrete curb will be 
used instead of the grates, which stands about six to eight inches high and it will be easier 
to clear away the trash. 

 
5)   MOTION TO ADJOURN  

 
 Council President Marable entertained a Motion to Adjourn. 
  

 MOTION: Corbitt   Voice Vote    SECOND: Perkins 
 
 
 ADJOURNMENT: 7:55 PM 
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Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr. 
Municipal Clerk     Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Passed on June 15, 2010 
  
 Conference and Regular Meeting June 01, 2010 

 
Motion to Adopt: Corbitt     Second: Eason 

 
 Councilman Abdul- Rasheed was not present, therefore he cannot vote. 

     
The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 

 
Yeas : Corbitt, Eason, Morton an Williams and Council President Marable 
Nays  : None 
Abstentions : None 

 Absences : Perkins 
 

Council President Marable ruled the Motion was carried by Five Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and One Absence. 
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